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Jennifer Smith Nelson and beta wolf John share a moment. John followed Smith Nelson around dutifully, much like her dogs back home.

Sleeping with the

wolves

JENNIFER SMITH NELSON
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

PARC MAHIKAN, QUE.—I had no fear as I entered the wolf
enclosure. I’d been waiting for this moment most of
my life — was it crazy to want to kiss a wolf?
Maybe it was naïveté or because I had grown up with
large dogs, but meeting a pack of five wolves didn’t
scare me.
My 8-year-old son and I arrived at Parc Mahikan
(Cree for “wolf”), an eco-adventure park offering
unique wolf viewing and interactions in Quebec’s
Saguenay—Lac-St-Jean region. Created by pack leader Gilles Granal, the park aims to reveal another side
of the elusive species.
He oversees two packs of wild grey and Arctic wolves
in the park and a pack of five that are accustomed to
humans. “They’re used to humans but still demonstrate real pack behaviour behind the fence in their
forest enclosure,” Granal explained.
As we approach the enclosure, we’re welcomed by a

multi-coloured female, Blackie, who eagerly sniffs and licks our hands. Granal
demonstrates the meet-and-greet as
Blackie and the lone male of the group,
John, run over and jump on him, kissing
and tails wagging.
With his wolf tattoos and long hair,
Granal looks every bit a rugged outdoorsman.
I step into the enclosure and the two
wolves sniff, lick and jump on me. I grab
their feet as instructed, so they don’t
scratch my face. Blackie dashes to my son
as John gives me my first official wolf kiss,
welcoming me to the pack.
John isn’t the alpha. It’s his sister Luna,
but she’s nowhere in sight. We walk along
the fence, John at my side.
WOLVES continued on T10

Smith Nelson and her son are welcomed to Parc Mahikan by two friendly wolves.
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At Parc Mahikan,
guests get a chance
to be part of the pack
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$
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BONUS Free “tours” exclusive for Hola Sun passengers
when booking a package to Varadero, Cayo Coco,
Holguin, Havana, Santiago de Cuba or Camaguey.
Prices are in CAD, per person, based on double occupancy and subject to change without notice. Space is subject to availability at time of booking. Rates based on lowest room category offered. All departures are from Toronto on Cubana Airlines or Air Transat and
taxes of $210 must be added to the published rates. All ebb’s mentioned will reﬂect in the published rate. Refer to our 2015/2016 brochure for full terms and conditions. Hola Sun Holidays • 146 West Beaver Creek Rd., Unit 8, Richmond Hill, L4B 1C2. Ont Reg. 4062527.
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Hugs, kisses a warm welcome to the pack
WOLVES from T1

We get to a large hole at the base of a
tree and Granal tells me to get down
on my knees and look down into it.
Two sets of yellow eyes peer up and,
suddenly, up pop two wolves, Luna
and her sister Bella.
A supreme session of wolf hugs,
kisses and belly rubs ensue; the
wolves love the attention and are curious, friendly and happy.
The remaining wolf, the omega
named Sick, appears only after Luna
dashes out of sight. It’s obvious she
isn’t welcome, tail tucked between
her legs; she skulks away as Luna
loops back, but not before delivering
a kiss.
I leave the treed area to sit in an
open field and soak it all in. John
follows dutifully, much like my dogs
back home. And for a minute, like an
old soul peering into my eyes, we sit
connecting, stares locked in.
When I leave the pen, I’m covered
in dirt, slobber and hair, with itching
eyes and hives all over my neck, obviously allergic to wolves. But I only
feel bliss. Not even the rain or raging
mosquitoes mattered; I had just
kissed a pack of wolves.
As we go to sleep in our cosy Mongolian yurt across from the grey
wolves, an orchestra of frogs croak in
unison. At about 2 a.m., a different
orchestra starts playing. The packs
start howling at each other and I rush
out onto the deck to join in on the
song, howling my heart out, and for
the second time in one day, I became
a pack member.
Jennifer Smith Nelson was a guest
of Park Mahikan/Tourisme Lac-St-Jean.
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A yurt located across from the grey wolf pen is a cosy overnight refuge.

THE MAN BEHIND THE WOLVES

IMMERSE
YOURSELF
Anyone can visit the park to view the
wolves. Price is $12 for adults and
children under 12 are $8. To enter the
enclosure and interact with the grey
wolves costs $50 per person with a
minimum of two people. You must be
14 years or older. Wolf experiences
are available year-round.
A circular pathway leads visitors
from an interpretive centre on the
enclosures and accommodations.
Visitors will first come upon the grey
wolves as they venture down the
pathway, though it may be a while
before they reveal themselves. The
Arctic wolves, less shy than their grey
counterparts, make the likelihood of
seeing wolves during an initial walkaround high.
Spending the night in Parc Mahikan
allows visitors to be fully immersed in
the experience. The park offers a
variety of accommodations, each
ideally placed across from wolf enclosures.
Separated only by a chain-link fence,
visitors gain intimate insight into pack
behaviour by day and night.
Forest dwellings including yurts,
prospector tents and cabins, come
fully equipped. Warmed by wood
stoves, camping on-site is easily done

Parc Mahikan offers a variety of
accommodations, each placed
across from wolf enclosures.
in the fall, and a heated chalet is
available for winter.
About 20 people can spend the
night in the eco-lodges, and booking
is best done several weeks in advance, especially in the summer
season. Access to the park and
breakfast is included for all accommodations.
L’Atipik, an A-frame wooden cottage, sleeps one to two people and is
$170 per night, taxes included.
Both the L’Affut (house on stilts)
and Mongolian yurt sleep three to
four people and cost $240 per night.
The prospector tent is budgetfriendly at $80 per night and sleeps
two.
Visitors also have to access to hiking, canoeing and, in winter, dogsledding.
Jennifer Smith Nelson

Gilles Granal comes from Marseille,
France, and in his past life was a
physical education teacher. He
moved to the Saguenay area of Quebec after a visit to the region.
Granal, who raises and loves sled
dogs, was drawn to the wolves. “I
think all people who have sled dogs
love wolves. It’s a mysterious animal,”
he said. He obtained the original
wolves in his pack from zoos in Quebec and Ontario. The grey pack started with Lobo, the dominant male
wolf, which he got in 2001, and Loba,
the female wolf he got in 2003.
By 2007, they had their first litter of
three cubs. By the spring of 2008, a
new litter of six pups was born.
His pack of Arctic wolves arrived in
2006, included three (Wolfing, Waya
and Sérigala) who were raised by
bottle. Two more arrived in 2007.
In 2009, Granal created Parc Mahikan and Adventuraid. The park invites visitors to view Arctic and grey
wolves in their natural environment.
Attempting to demystify the species, he hopes people will see them
differently.
“I love seeing the eyes of people
when the wolves come to play with
them,” Granal said.
“You can feel their emotions when

Gilles Granal started Parc Mahikan in 2009. He hopes that interacting with
wolves will help demystify the species in the eyes of the public.
they are in contact with the wolves.
We know when people spend time
here, it has an influence on them.”
Granal also has experience teaching
canoeing, kayaking and rowing and is
a master instructor with Leave No

Trace, a national non-profit organization dedicated to promoting and
inspiring responsible outdoor recreation through education, research
and partnerships.
Jennifer Smith Nelson

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR STAR READERS!
BOOK ONE OF OUR FABULOUS
AIR-INCLUSIVETOURSTO CHINA
BEFORE OCT 15, 2015 AND SAVE
ORLANDO • ST. PETE/CLEARWATER • FT
T. LAUDERDALE
ALE

BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY / USE PROMO CODE: STCH1 WHEN BOOKING / DETAILS: WWW.TOUREST.COM

BLOWOUT SALE
FROM

299

PER ROOM

OFFERVALID ON OUR MARCH, APRIL & MAY 2016 DEPARTURES

FLORIDA FLIGHTS

$

$300

OR CHOOSE ONE OFTHESE GREAT DEALS

*

EXTENDED!
BOOK BY
OCT 16/15

ROUNDTRIP  TAXES INCLUDED

*APPLICABLE DATES: TORONTO  ORLANDO
DEPARTS: NOV 05, 09, 12, 16, 19 & 23 | RETURN: NOV 12, 13, 16, 19, 20, 23, 26, 27 & 30

AIR-INCLUSIVE
DUBAI EXPERIENCE
FROM

$1,999
PER PERSON

1-866-506-4095

Lowest Price Guaran teed!
Florida Flights Blowout Sale is a limited time oﬀer for new roundtrip air only bookings from Oct 10 to 16, 2015 for select departure
dates between Nov 01/15 to Jan 30/16. This oﬀer is subject to change or be withdraw. In-ﬂight service varies according to ﬂight
times. Above price is per person, roundtrip including taxes. Seats at the above price are limited and capacity controlled. Other dates
available at varing rate. Flights are with Sunwing Airlines or Travel Service. For full terms and conditions, please refer to the
Sunwing Vacations 2014/15 brochure. 27 Fasken Drive, Toronto, ON M9W1K6 Ont. Reg #2476582 | 10102015

7-DAYS/Departs Feb 6, 2016

AIR TAXES: $580pp
Includes hotels, tours & more!
Follow Tour East On

AIR-INCLUSIVE
EGYPT: TREASURES OF THE NILE
FROM

$2,795

PER PERSON
Departs Jan, Feb & Mar, 2016
AIR TAXES: $500pp
Includes Nile River cruise!

LAND ONLY
INDIA IN-DEPTH
FROM

$4,595

PER PERSON
20-DAY TOUR
Departs Jan, Feb & Mar, 2016
Includes hotels, tours & more!
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